PRESENTACIO

El volum 19 de Collectanea Botanica que
ara teniu a les mans té un caracter diferent
dels nimeros habituals de la revista. A partir
d’una idea de Josep M. Montserrat, hem
aplegat un conjunt d’articles que volen re-
flectir I’estat actual de les recerques que es
duen a terme sobre la tribu Delphineae War-
ming (Ranunculaceae).

La tribu Delphineae, de distribucid fona-
mentalment boreal, conté dos gran géneres,
Aconitum (c. 350 especies, cf. TAMURA, 1967)
i Delphinium (c. 365 espécies cf. MALYUTIN,
1987) i dos géners de dimensions més redui-
des. Aquests son Consolida (DC.) S.F. Gray
(unes 40 especies, cf. TRIFONOVA en aquest
volum), segregat de Delphinium s. str. de fa
temps i ja plenament acceptat en I’actualitat
(cf. Flora Europaea —PAWLOWSKY, 1964—,
Flora of Turkey—DAV1S, 1965— i Med-Check-
list—GREUTER, BURDET & LONG, 1987) i A co-
nitella Spach, recuperat recentment (9 espeé-
cies, cf. també TRIFONOVA, aquest volum).
Finalment, el génere Chienia W.T. Wang ha
estat definitivament rebutjat com a tal i reco-
negut com una mera anomalia d’alguns indi-
vidus de D. grandiflorum L. (TAMURA, 1967
WANG, 1979; TRIFONOVA, l.c.).

El volum de literatura cientifica que es
produeix cada any referida a la tribu Delphi-
neae es va incrementant progressivament i,
amb ell, la dispersio en revistes especialitza-
des, cada cop més, en diverses branques de
les Ciéncies de la Vida. Aixo ens ha espero-
nat a tractar de reunir en un volum monogra-
fic un aplec de treballs que, d’habitud no
trobariem pas mai de costat, a la mateixa
revista. L’encert o no de la tria és responsabi-
litat meva. Tanmateix, crec que s’hi pot tro-
bar representacié de ben diverses maneres
d’abordar I'estudi de les Delphineae i aixo en
pot fer interessant la lectura. Per a nosaltres
(em refereixo als autors que hi participem)
ha estat una ocasio de trobada interessantis-
sima, de la qual han sorgit ja alguns projec-
tes en comu.

Un total de deu articles conformen aquest
nimero que cobreixen enfocaments forca
diversos i metodologies d’estudi complemen-
taries. Obren el volum dos treballs sobre Bio-
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PRESENTATION

Volume 19 of Collectanea Botanica, which
you have in front of you, is different from
normal issues of the journal. In response to a
suggestion from Josep M. Montserrat, we
have collected a set of articles which aim to
reflect the present state of research in pro-
gress on the Tribe Delphineae Warming (Ra-
nunculaceae).

The tribe Delphineae, which is primarily
boreal in distribution, comprises two large
and two smaller genera. Aconitum (c. 350 spe-
cies, cf. TAMURA, 1967) and Delphinium (c.
365 species, cf. MALYUTIN, 1987) are the two
larger genera. The first of the two smaller
ones is Consolida (DC.) S.F. Gray (some 40
species, cf. TRIFONOVA in this volume), which
was separated from Delphinium s. str. some
time ago and has now gained general accep-
tance (cf. Flora Europaea —PAWLOWSKY,
1964—, Flora of Turkey —DAVIS, 1965— and
Med-Checklist =GREUTER, BURDET & LONG,
1987) while the other is Aconitella Spach,
which has recently been reinstated (9 spe-
cies, cf. also TRIFONOVA, in this volume).
Chienia W.T. Wang has been definitively
rejected as a genus and recognized as a mere
anomaly of a few individuals of D. grandi-
Slorum L. (TAMURA, 1967; WANG, 1979; TRI-
FINOVA, l.c.).

As the amount of scientific literature pro-
duced each year on the Tribe Delphineae
grows, the articles tend to be increasingly
widely scattered among an ever larger num-
ber of journals specializing in different bran-
ches of the life sciences. This fact prompted
us to attempt to bring together in a single
monographic volume a set of articles which
would usually never be found side by side in
the same journal. Responsibility for the choice
of the articles, whether well- or ill-advised,
is mine. Nonetheless, I feel the cross-section
of different approaches to the study of the
Delphineae which it contains will make for
interesting reading. For us (I refer to the
authors who did contribute) it has provided a
very stimulating opportunity to get together,
from which certain joint projects have al-
ready emerged.

The ten articles that make up this issue
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logia de la Reproduccid. Representen una
valuosa mostra dels estudis que, fa més de
vint anys, duen a terme diversos equips de
’escola nordamericana, en particular sobre
Delphinium nelsonii Greene, al Rocky Moun-
tain Laboratory.

Els segueix un bloc d’articles més estreta-
ment relacionats amb la Sistematica. D’una
part, hom descriu una nova subspecie de
Consolida d’Anatolia (Turquia), que és una
mostra de I'extraordinari ritme de noves des-
cobertes taxonomiques de la tribu Delphi-
neae; a mesura que es van explorant nous
territoris del continent asiatic, practicament,
una espeécie per any (1978: Consolida lineola-
ta Huber-Morath & Simon d’Anatolia; 1979:
Delphinium nygdeggeri Huber-Morath d’Ana-
tolia; 1982: C. staminosa Davis & Sorger i C.
stapfiana Davis & Sorger, ambdues d’Ana-
tolia; 1984: C. arenaria A. Calstrom de les
Illes de ’Egeu i D. sheilae Kit Tan, d’Arabia;
1986: D. cilicicum Davis & Kit Tan i D. mun-
zianum Davis & Kit Tan, tots dos també d’A-
natolia; 1987: C. lorestanica Iranshahr i C.
kandaharica Iranshahr d’Iran i Afganistan,
respectivament; 1988, D. gueneri Davis d’A-
natolia, només referides a la regié Irano-
Turaniana, sense comptar amb les nombro-
ses especies descrites per W.T. Wang de la
Xina, en treballs dificilment disponibles a
Europa Occidental).

A continuacio una revisié dels Delphi-
nium de California, als Estats Units d’Ameri-
ca, aporta un bon exemple d’aproximacio
ecologica a 'aprofundiment de I'estudi de
regions floristiques tradicionalment conside-
rades com a “ben estudiades”. Al seu costat,
el génere Aconitella i les especies anuals de
Delphinium, que fins fa ben poc havien me-
rescut escassa atencio a causa del llur petit
volum, son estudiats des d’una perspectiva
evolutiva que aporta més d’una clau interes-
sant per a comprendre la filogénia en el con-
junt de la tribu a través dels seus represen-
tants més evolucionats.

Més endavant, un tercer grup de treballs
demostra com les aproximacions parcials a
partir de técniques altament especialitzades
com soOn la microscopia electronica i ’analisi
quimica d’alta resolucié6 permeten aportar
noves dades de gran significacié sistematica.
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span a wide variety of viewpoints and com-
plementary research methodologies. The vo-
lume begins with two studies on Reproduc-
tive Biology which constitute a valuable
sample of the studies conducted at the Rocky
Mountain Laboratory over the past twen-
ty years by various teams of the Ameri-
can school, notably on Delphinium nelsonii
Greene.

These are followed by a set of articles
more closely related to Systematics. One des-
cribes a new subspecies of Consolida from
Anatolia (Turkey), an illustration of the ex-
traordinary speed —practically one species
per year— at which new taxa belonging to the
Delphineae tribe are being discovered as new
Asiatic territories are explored (1978 — Conso-
lida lineolata Huber-Morath & Simon, Ana-
tolia; 1979 — Delphinium nygdeggeri Huber-
Morath, Anatolia; 1982 — C. staminosa Davis
& Sorger and C. stapfiana Davis & Sorger,
both in Anatolia; 1984 — C. arenaria A. Cals-
trom, Aegean Islands, and D. sheilae Kit Tan,
Arabia; 1986 — D. cilicicum Davis & Kit
Tan and D. munzianum Davis & Kit Tan, again
both in Anatolia; 1987 — C. lorestanica Iran-
shahr and C. kandaharica Iranshahr in Iran
and Afghanistan respectively; 1988 D. gueneri
Davis, Anatolia. The preceding list refers only
to the Irano-Turanian Region, and does not
include the numerous species described by
W.T. Wang for China in studies not easily
accessible to Western European scholars).

The second article in this systematical
block is a review of Delphinium in California,
U.S.A., which constitutes a good example of
the ecological approach to more detailed re-
search into what have traditionally been con-
sidered “well studied” floristic regions. Along-
side it, the genus Aconitella and the annual
species of Delphinium, which had warranted
little attention until recently on account of
their small numbers, are studied from an
evolutionary point of view which provides a
number of interesting clues to understan-
ding the phylogeny of the whole tribe through
its most highly evolved representatives.

Further on, a third group of articles shows
how partial approaches using highly speciali-
zed techniques, such as electronic micros-
copy and high resolution chemical analysis,
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No cal dir com la micromorfologia de les
granes, que en aquest volum és tractada en
relacié amb el génere Aconitum, ha estat la
base per al primer sistema complet de Delp-
hinium (MALYUTIN, 1987), després de la clas-
sica monografia de HUTH (1895). Ni que els
alcaloides diterpenics caracteritzen de mane-
ra molt ben definida la tribu Delphineae en el
conjunt de tribus de les Ranunculaceae (T A-
MURA, 1962).

Finalment, els dos darrers articles fan
resso dels dos camps de la Botanica Aplicada
on la tribu Delphineae t¢ més incidencia.
D’una banda I’aspecte sanitari i toxicologic
i, de l’altra, I’horticultura ornamental, que ha
arribat a generar una Delphinium Society de
puixanca envejable.

En el capitol de regraciaments ens cal,
primerament, agrair a Collectanea Botanica
aquesta plataforma de trobada, en nom dels
autors, en particular, als Drs. J.M. Montse-
rrat i A. Susanna. La tasca d’edicio ha estat
compartida amb el Dr. Angel Romo. La Sra.
Jacqueline Hall, ha corregit i traduit els tex-
tos en anglés. El P. Manuel Lainz ha revisat el
text en llati amb la seva caracteristica celeritat
i bona feina. Als revisors, que han volgut
mantenir ’anonimat, ens cal agrair-los llur
important tasca de millorar els originals.

CESAR BLANCHE

Barcelona, novembre de 1990
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make it possible to produce new data of great
systematical significance. It is well known
that seed micromorphology, which in this
volume is examined with reference to the
genus Aconitum, has provided the basis for
the first complete system of Delphinium (MAL-
YUTIN, 1987) since the classical monograph
by HUTH (1895). It is equally well known that
diterpenic alcaloids provide a very precise
characterization of the tribe Delphineae with-
in the various tribes of Ranunculaceae (TA-
MURA, 1962).

Finally, the last two articles highlight the
two fields of applied Botany of most rele-
vance to the Delphineae tribe: on the one
hand, that of health and toxicology, and on
the other, that of ornamental horticulture,
which has given rise to a remarkably active
Delphinium Society.
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important work they did in improving the
originals.
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